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Trees on middle school playground 
removed due to disease

Six trees on the playground 
behind the middle school have 
been removed and others are dying.  
Mr. Ron Miller, fifth grade math 
teachers, and Mrs. Tina Boyd, fifth 
grade English language arts teacher, 
planted these trees as an Earth Day 
project. They are Bradford Flowering 
Pear trees and Oak trees. 

  Just last year two of those 
trees were cut down due to  illness 
and other natural causes, such as 
aphids. According to Wikipedia, 
aphids are small sap-sucking insects 
and members of the superfamily 
Aphidoidea. Common names 
include greenfly and blackfly, 
although individuals within a species 
can vary widely in color. The group 
includes the fluffy, white, woolly 
aphids. However, large populations 
can turn leaves yellow and prevent 
roots from growing. Aphids can also 
produce large quantities of a sticky 
substance known as honeydew, 
which often turns black with the 
growth of a sooty mold fungus. 
Some aphid species inject a toxin 
into plants, which causes leaves to 
curl and further prevents growth. 
Certain trees on the playground also 

died from some species of beetle 
that ate them out from the inside. 

There were originally eight trees 
planted, but six of them had to be 
cut down. Miller said, “One of the 
trees was vandalized as a sapling, 
and all of its branches were broken. 
Since the branches were broken, 
it died.  So the school ended up 
cutting that tree down.” Several were 
cut down over the course of 15 years. 
Two of the original trees remain on 
the playground.  

“I feel disheartened of the loss.” 
said Boyd, whereas Miller said, “I am 
disappointed the trees got damaged 
and vandalized.”  Mr. Mortimer, 

the Freedom Area School District 
Director of Buildings and Grounds, 
explained that every year an arborist 
comes to check on all of the trees 
on campus, but the trees were 
already dead at the time that they 
were removed. It could have been a 
parasite that caused the trees to die. 
The trees were cut down around Nov. 
30, 2017, just after Thanksgiving.

 Maybe on another Earth Day, 
one of the middle school classes 
will plant some more trees on the 
playground. Mortimer said, “I’m 
sure that the School Board won’t be 
against it, but someone has to take 
care of the trees. It’s hard work.”
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The larger of the two remaining trees on the playground by the seventh/
eighth grade hall planted for Earth Day. Photo by Joanna Odebode
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Eighth grade learns about local Indians 
with creative history project

The eighth grade Indian 
projects are projects that show how 
the Native Americans lived and 
survived in America. Students made 
a presentation and built a model 
of something a Native American 
tribe used. Mr. Kappas, the eighth 
grade history teacher, said that the 
students usually enjoy the projects, 
but their favorite part is building 
the model. He also said it is a 
requirement that eighth graders 
learn about Native Americans, so 
why not make it fun? Eighth grade 
student, Luke Snavely, said that he 
enjoyed the project because it was 
hands on, and it was easy, but took 
a while. 

To begin the project, students 
would choose one of the 8 tribes 
native to Western Pennsylvania: 
Mohawk, Oneida, Seneca, Shawnee, 
Wyandot, Delaware, Onondaga, and 
Tuscarawas. The students would 
create a PowerPoint presentation 

about the tribe they picked.  The 
different categories they had to 
cover were: family structure and 
gender roles, clothing, housing, 
sports and games, arts and music, 
weapons and warfare, foods hunting 
and fishing, and transportation. 
The students then had to build 
something for the project: a model 
of a home, clothing, jewellery, a 

map of the different Indian villages, 
a recipe, sporting equipment, a 
skit, puppet show, short film, or a 
poster project of weapons and tools. 
Finally, the students would present 
in front of their class. The Indian 
project was a creative way to learn 
about the Indians that lived in this 
area many years ago. 

Jacob DiCenzo, Grade 8
Managing Editor

Student-created models of Native American objects were displayed in Mr. 
Kappas’ room. Photo by Jacob DiCenzo

Sixth grade celebrates annual Fall Fest

The sixth grade class celebrated 
their annual Fall Fest on Nov. 1 
and 2. The groups filtered among 
four rooms with four different 
activities. In Ms. Ging’s room 
they did as many jumping jacks as 
needed to burn 100 calories. After 
they worked out, students were 
given a piece of candy to show 
just how easy it is gain calories 
back. In Mrs. Moore’s room they 
built pumpkin vehicles with wood 
circle for tires and two steel beams 
going through the pumpkin. Mrs. 
Strati’s room had a pumpkin 
carving competition, but everybody 
won and their pumpkins were put 
in the office entryway. The high 
school’s Physics Club students set 
up miniature trebuchets for the 
students to learn how to work the 
trebuchets. 

On Friday, Nov. 2, the students 
watched movies for the first half of 
the day. When the clock hit twelve, 
the students went up to the high 

school to participate in multiple 
activities. One of the activities 
was pumpkin racing. The races 
consisted of high school students 
raising a wooden plank that the 
cars would race down. Whoever’s 
pumpkin crossed the line first 
won. After the race students had 
to disassemble their cars. They also 
had a scarecrow relay contest, where 
they had to dress a scarecrow and 
the first team done won. Last but 

not least, the students watched the 
high schoolers launch two liter 
bottles and pumpkins with the 
trebuchet.

“Fall Fest was great, I wish 
I could come back every year.” 
Dekota Roberts, sixth grader, said. 

Ging was also very happy that 
weather cooperated, unlike last year 
when it rained. Ging declared that 
Fall Fest was a success after all of 
the students were dismissed to their 

Logan Bickerstaff, 
Grade 7

Social Media Editor

Ging explains the trebuchet while the FHS Physics Club, with adviser Brian 
Wargo, prepares to launch pumpkins. Photo by Logan Bickerstaff

Fifth grade celebrates Halloween

 On Oct. 31, as a celebration for 
the fifth graders who turned in all 
of their work, the kids were allowed 
to participate in a number of fun 
activities throughout the day. The 
activities included the all core 
subjects.

Some of the activities tried 

to incorporate a lesson with the 
games, like in Mrs. Perry’s class, 
where the students were trying to 
make the best spinning machines 
with paper cutouts of ghosts, 
and in Mrs. Buzza’s class, where 
the kids made bridges with pipe 
cleaners and popsicle sticks. Both 
activities  involved STEM and the 
scientific method. With Mrs. Boyd 
the students made Frankenstein 

and Dracula Halloween cards with 
their handprints and paint. Boyd 
said, “I’ve never seen so many paint 
smears.” In Mrs. Nicely’s class the 
students made slime with Elmer’s 
Glue, Borax, and food coloring. 
With Mrs. Glover the kids had 
to measure their ingredients  and 
make their own pumpkin pancakes, 
a personal favorite of the students. 

See Halloween, page 3

Joanna Odebode, Grade 6
Staff Writer

A student makes a bat from the positive and negative shapes cut from 
construction paper in Mr. Miller’s room. Photo by Christopher Denkovich

In math class, the students 
made positive and negative 
pumpkin posters with Mr. Miller.                  

The student’s favorite activities 
were the pumpkin pancakes, the 
bridge building, and the spinning 
machines.  The teachers put a lot of 
work in for the fifth graders’ first 
annual Halloween Fest, making it a 
day of both fun and learning.

Halloween (From page 2)

For additional content, photos and surveys, visit our new website!
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ANIMAL  CORNER

Mr. Bohon is the seventh and 
eighth grade Spanish teacher. He 
has a labradoodle puppy, a cross-
breed of a Labrador and a standard 
poodle, named Cooper. Cooper is 
a fast learner and very intelligent. 
He was born on Jan. 6, and is now 
about nine months old. 

Bohon owns an advanced 
camera called “Furbo” for Cooper 
that has many unique features. A 
remote is included, giving you the 
option to speak to your dog, take 
a picture of the camera’s view, and 
even fling treats out of the device. 
Bohon also installed an app on his 
mobile device that is designed for 
the camera; he will receive alerts 
when Cooper barks, gets close to 
the camera, or if the camera detects 
any movement. Furbo also has 
night vision, which enables Bohon 
and his family to still see Cooper 
during the night. 

Cooper has many hobbies. He 
enjoys taking his owners for a walk, 
stealing devices such as phones or 
remotes and running, and playing 
ball. Out of all the treats that 
his owners put into the Furbo, 
standard bacon-flavored dog treats 
are Cooper’s favorite.  It might 
take you by surprise, but when 
Cooper was younger, he was hit 
by a motorcycle. He had managed 

to free himself from his chain. He 
didn’t show any interest for the 
street beside the Bohon’s property; 
he explored the yard instead. 
However, after a few moments 
of him bolting around, he made 
a dash for the street. Before Mr. 
Bohon or his family could restrain 
him, he was hit by a motorcycle 
before the driver could react. He 
was rushed to the vet shortly after. 
Luckily, he wasn’t injured severely, 
and only received a few minor 
cuts and scrapes. The owner of the 
motorcycle visited him while he 
was in the vet just to make sure he 
wasn’t too beat up. This tragedy has 
now passed, however, and Cooper 
lives on happily with his family. 

Hopefully, you learned a few 
things about both Mr. Bohon and 
Cooper that you wouldn’t have 
known before.

Alexa Hudak, Grade 6
Staff Writer

Mr. Bohon and his dog Cooper 
Submitted Photo

Sara Harp, Grade 6
Staff Writer

Ms. Spiker’s dog Remington 
Submitted Photo

Tyler Misencik, Grade 6
Staff Writer

Ms. Spiker is the building 
substitute for Freedom Area Middle 
School, and this August she got a 
new puppy. Spiker’s dog’s name is 
Remington, Remi for short. Remi 
is a Bernese mountain dog and he 
is only 13 weeks old. Remi is 38 
pounds and he is only a puppy! 
Remi isn’t an ordinary pup though; 
he lives with two cats and 10 
chickens! Remi is also very helpful 
to the Spiker family because he 
herds the chickens for them. Some 
tips on owning a puppy, according 
to Spiker, is to have lots of treats 
and lots of patience.

Bohon and Cooper Spiker and Remi

Clibbens and Georgie

Ms. Clibbens and Georgie when he 
earned his Canine Good Citizen 
ribbon. Submitted Photo 

Ms. Wendy Clibbens, Freedom 
Area math specialist, got a new 
dog about two years ago named 
Georgie. His breed is a Maltipoo, 
which is a cross between a poodle 
and a Maltese. Georgie is special 
because he is an emotional support 
therapy dog. Though Georgie 
does not have a certain age group 
of therapy patients that he works 
with, he is most helpful to senior 
citizens. This is because they could 
have had a dog earlier in their life 
and seeing another one could bring 
them joy. Along with the training 
that  Georgie completed, Clibbens 

had to go through tests to prove she 
was capable of becoming a trainer. 

One of the greatest things about 
emotional support therapy is that 
anyone can train with their dog to 
become a to become a therapy dog.

Though anyone can become 
a trainer, there are a few 
requirements, according to Therapy 
Dogs International, which is the 
company which certified Clibbens 
and Georgie. There is no minimum 
age limit for handlers who pass 
the test without help. If you are 
under 18 an adult must supervise 
you during the test. Your dog must 
also be at least one year or older to 
complete the test, and be healthy. 
Finally you must be of good 
character to become a handler.

Seventh and eighth graders learn STEM 
with Fab Lab

Seventh and eighth grade 
had the chance to experience 
the Fab Lab, which deals with 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math). Fab Lab 
stands for Fabrication Laboratory. 
The fabrication laboratory is a 
mobile makerspace which includes 
equipment for 3D Printing, Laser 
Cutting, Virtual Reality, and more. 
According to  the Carnegie Science 
Center’s website, “A Fab Lab is 
a digital fabrication laboratory 
for innovation and invention. 
It’s a workshop for learning and 
innovation: a place to play, create, 
learn, mentor, invent.” 

The challenge that the students 
participated in was the Earthquake 

Building Challenge. The challenge 
required the students to design 
and create a tower to withstand 
an earthquake, design a tower 
over 12 in. tall, and design a 12 
in. tower that could support a 
certain amount of weight in an 
earthquake. The students’ buildings 
were tested using an earthquake 
table which simulated the motion 
of the tectonic plates crashing into 
one another during an earthquake.  
There was also a 3D printer that 
was printing throughout the day. 

Eighth grade students Alexis 
Mulroy and David Denkovich both 
thought the Fab Lab was fun and 
interesting. Mrs. Miller, the gifted 
coordinator, set the Fab Lab up for 
the students.  Mr. Heisler, eighth 
grade science teacher, thought the 
Fab Lab was something fun and 

different and would present a new 
experience to the students. He 
also said that the Fab Lab teaches 
engineering which isn’t really 
taught at our school, and he would 
definitely like to do it again in the 
future. 

Jacob DiCenzo, Grade 8
Managing Editor

For additional photos, content 
and surveys,

Visit our website!
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Exciting time for Bulldog athletics

It is an exciting time for 
Freedom High School Sports. The 
reason for this is because going into 
Friday, Nov. 2, the Varsity Football 
team was set to play Avonworth in 
Freedom High School football’s 
first ever home playoff game. Also, 
the Girls High School Soccer team 
was set to play Bentworth in the 
WPIAL championship on Saturday. 
And to top it all off, juniors Adam 
Hessler and Bailey Roberts were 
going to States for Cross Country. 

As a school district we 
celebrated these achievements by 
having a Pep Parade, where the high 
school athletes walked through 
the elementary school and middle 
school, accompanied by the band 
and cheerleaders. This parade 
gave the elementary and middle 
school students a chance  to really 
appreciate how great our athletes 

really are, and to recognize the 
athletes who are a part of those 
teams.  

Since the Pep Parade, the high 
school Girls Soccer team won the 
WPIAL championship on Nov. 
4 and started out the PIAA state 
playoffs with a 7-0 victory over 
Rockwood Area High School on 
Tuesday, Nov. 6. On Saturday, Nov. 
10, the high school girls soccer 
team was again victorious against 
Willmington at Slippery Rock High 
School. On Tuesday, Nov. 13 the 
girls soccer team played Shady Side 
in the State Semi-Finals, winning 
3-2 in double overtime. Now the 
girls will play in the PIAA state 
championship at Hershey on Friday  
,Nov.16.

The Freedom High School 
Football team beat Avonworth on 
Friday, Nov. 2, at home. On Friday, 
Nov. 9, the football team beat 
Burgettstown at Central Valley High 

School .And then they will play 
Steel Valley at Montour on Friday 
Nov. 16. 

In addition to these great team 
victories,  junior Adam Hessler, 
the first Cross Country WPIAL 
Champion from Freedom, came 

Dylan Scheel, Grade 7
Website Editor

Cross Country team wraps up 
memorable season

Cross Country is running in 
different terrain, such as woods 
and open fields, opposed to regular 
a track around a football field. 
Middle school cross country coach 
and eighth grade science teacher, 
Mr. Richard Heisler, described 
Cross Country as “distance running 
in a natural terrain.” 

Heisler also stated what he 
likes about Cross Country is it is a 
very relaxed and friendly sport. If 
anybody you know such as friends 
or you personally are thinking 
about joining Cross Country, 
Heisler said, “Come out and see if 
you like it!’’ 

“The season for Cross Country 
is actually going very well, but 
we just need more runners,’’ said 
Heisler. The season has been good 

but they only have four runners. 
They are trying to get more 
runners to make a complete middle 
school team. The runners who 
are currently in middle school are 
running Cross Country with high-
schoolers. The entire Freedom Cross 

Country team attended the WPIAL 
championship at the California 
University of Pennsylvania. Adam 
Hessler, a junior, came in first 
place in the WPIAL for the first 
time in Freedom history.  Hessler 
placed third in the PA State 
Championships. 

The four middle school athletes 
who were on the team this year 
were Leannah Messenger, Jimmie 
Couch, Jordan Delon, and Madee 
Black. They all have been having an 
exceptional year and they are just 
going to get better. 

Heisler actually said he never 
played sports in his childhood. 
Heisler currently runs as an adult, 
so he thought it would be a great 
idea to coach Cross Country. He 
also coaches Track and Field for 
Freedom Area Middle School.

Chase Grable, Grade 7
Sports Writer

MS Boys Soccer season wrap-up

This intense boys’ soccer season 
has sadly ended. This is how their 
season went. Their final record was 
6-3-4, or six wins, three losses, and 
four ties.

“I loved the game where we 
were losing  4-2 against Central Val-
ley, then came back to tie 4-4.” said 
Mr. John Mohrbacher, the team’s 
coach, about his favorite part of the 
team’s season.

 “I love the challenge of work-
ing with students, then getting to 
watch them develop as players.” 
Mohrbacher stated as his favorite 
part of coaching. 

Troy Pawlowski, an eighth grade 
defensive player who has been 
playing since the age four, says 
that the best part about the sport 
is being on a team and interacting 
with other people. In conclusion, 
the middle school team has shown 
a lot of effort and passion this 
season and are thrilled for the next 
one.

Christopher Denkovich,
Grade 6

Sports Editor

Football and soccer players greet 
fans during the Pep Parade through 
Freedom Middle School on Nov. 2.  
Photo by Chase Grable

FMS Cross Country team at Grove 
City’s “Run Through the Pines” 
Invitational.  Submitted Photo

Two years ago, Freedom 
Middle School started a Junior 
High Football Team. The team 
switched from Midgets to junior 
high in 2016. There is no age, but 
the team is determined by grade. 
Seventh and eighth grade are the 

only grades allowed to play on the 
junior high team. On this team, the 
athletes learn about everything the 
high school football team learns 
about and does,  like learning their 
plays and even how to snap the ball 
properly. 

In junior high football, there 
are no playoffs, but only regular 
season games. The team does not 
play the teams the high school 

plays.  The team as of right now is 
0, 7, and 1. It has not been the best 
season but the team has a new head 
coach, Mike Sarver. 

“I do not care about our record. 
I care about heart and that we act 
as a team,” Sarver said after a game 
against Ambridge. 

The team has 23 players and 4 
coaches. 

Junior High Football ends second season
Logan Bickerstaff, 

Grade 7
Social Media Editor

FMS Boys Soccer Team takes a selfie 
after the last practice.  Submitted 
Photo

For additional content, photos and surveys, visit our new website!



Freedom Voices
Fortnite causes kids to not sleep at “nite”

There you are, sitting in your 
room. You check the clock and 
tell yourself that you have time for 
one more game before bed. Before 
you know it, that one game turns 
to two, then three, and then four. 
Then you realize, that one game 
turned to 10! You check the clock 
frantically once more and it is 
now 3:00 a.m. You start to panic 
because you know you have school 
tomorrow, and you can’t function 
on three hours of sleep! No amount 
of coffee can fix this mistake! You 
try to think of a better solution, 
but you can’t think of anything. 
Reluctantly, you head to bed, 
fearing for tomorrow.

“Fortnite Syndrome” is a 
condition that people over the 
internet refer to when a person 
gets addicted to Fortnite, an 
online video game created by 
Epic Games. Fortnite, like many 
other addictive video games, has 
become a health issue, for kids 
have been spending too much time 

on these video games. “Fortnite 
Syndrome” falls under video game 
addiction, which the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has classified 
as a mental health disorder. Video 
game addiction is when you have 
impaired control over gaming, 
increasing priority given to gaming 
over other activities to the extent 
that gaming takes precedence over 
other interests and daily activities, 
and continuation or escalation of 
gaming despite the occurrence of 
negative consequences, as stated 
by the World Health Organization 
website .  

WHO isn’t the only one to 
classify video game disorder as a 
mental health problem; so does 
the United Nations agency, who 
added video game addiction to 
the draft to the 11th edition of 
the International Classification of 
Diseases. This is a problem because  
it affects kids around the middle 
school and high school age. About 
8.5% of kids suffer from video 
game addiction. While that may 

not seem to be a lot, it is roughly 3 
million kids who are affected! With 
kids’ lack of control and Fortnite’s 
addictive gameplay,  it creates a 
recipe for disaster.  When some kids 
spend a lot of time trying to get 
to the next tier, they often forget 
to put the game down and take on 
their responsibilities. 

This is proven by a Freedom 
Middle School eighth grade student 
who said, “My mom used to yell 
at me cause it would be 4 a.m. and 
I’d be playing Fortnite…” This was 
back when he did play Fortnite, 
showing that it is possible to break 
the addictive grasp Fortnite has on 
teens.

Fortnite has an addictive grip 
on the young minds of the future, 
but not all hope is lost. If kids with 
Fortnite Syndrome take time out of 
their day and do something more 
productive, the world could be 
more advanced in the future. Who 
knows, maybe you will be the next 
Albert Einstein.

Staff Editorial
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